DAMRCC History – Highlights
(Compiled from club old newsletters)
1974-----

The Detroit Aero Modelers Club was formed.

The DAMRCC Bylaws were drawn up.

Permission was granted by the City of Detroit to  DAMRCC to use the Rouge Park grounds, located south- 

west of the intersection of Joy Road and Spinoza   

Drive as their designated flying site.

The club gained 36 members in the first year.  Dues were $5 per year.

Dennis Henry was the first club president.

1978-----

The DAMRCC was registered as a chartered club with        

the Academy of Model Aeronautics and was assigned the   

charter number 1204, thus insuring the club and the 

flying site owner, The City of Detroit.

AMA charter stamps were put on each member’s club card.  There were 58 members.

One of the club members, Joe Lutzky, operated a hobby shop in his home.

When members brought guests to the field to fly that season, the guests had to sign a guest book.  The guests were required to have AMA and FCC licenses.

A new member to the club paid $20.00 initiation fee 

plus $12.00 yearly dues.

The members voted to have a second meeting each 

month, on the fourth Tuesday, for show and tell.

DAMRCC joined the AMRCC (The Association of Michigan  

Radio Control Clubs)in 1978.  

The AMRCC was started in 1968 by Jerry Gill of        Saginaw.  He was the first president.

       2nd pres. – Bob William of Midwest RCC.

       3rd pres. – Wayne Zeoger

       4th pres. – Dave Keats (pres. for five years)

       5th pres. – Wayne Yeager of Toledo Weak Signals RCC.

Wayne Yeager, elected in 1984, is still president in 2001. The purpose of AMRCC is to join the Michigan RC clubs together, coordinate and schedule club contests and functions, and to be a strong voice.

In 1982-3, due to more interactive functions with the surrounding states, the name was changed to “Association of Midwest Radio Control Clubs”.  Each year the AMRCC, with representatives from all active clubs, meets to discuss business and to prepare a schedule of all club contests and functions for the year.  This list is always published in our newsletter.

     It was reported that the club could lose the flying site in Rouge Park.  In it’s place would be built the “Rouge Park Sports Complex”.  A consulting firm in Ann Arbor was hired to investigate the project.  Three federal grants were applied for by the City of Detroit.  It was 90% sure that the club would have to move in 1979.  Two sites along Outer Drive were offered by the city.  One was north of Joy and east of Parkway.  A second was south of Joy and between Parkway and Outer Drive and called Hawthorne Meadows.

1979-----


The rule was made that all members must pay their club dues and AMA dues by February 1st.  Delinquent member will be fined $10.00.


The club chartered club dues of $15.00 was paid to AMA.  A club membership roster was sent to AMA along with .50 for each member.

On March 25th the field was closed from noon to 3 P.M.  All members were directed to the new flying site under consideration west of Outer Drive and south of Joy to try out the site.  A map was included in the March newsletter.


In April the club received word that the present flying sire would be theirs for the next three years.  The baseball complex was shelved for that period of time due to insufficient funds.


A muffler rule was adapted.  All engines 10 and up will have mufflers and members will have 60 days to comply.  All scale aircraft, where mufflers cannot be installed, will be allowed exception to the rule.


Two 70 foot wide runways were laid out, one east-west and one north-south.  A bull dozer was used to grade the runways.  The members raked and seeded them.


George Radiochich headed a preflight school for novice pilots.


The club had 100 members this year.

1980-----


Club dues was $20.00 for membership renewal.  The initiation fee was $20.00.


The name “PROPWASH” was adopted for the club newsletter.


It was decided that in the future Opening Day on January 1st will be in memorial to all deceased members of DAMRCC.


Detroit Parks and recreation Department set the clubs flying hours.  They also requested that no flyer shall fly alone and that there shall be at least two observers present.


The rule was made stating that all ¼ and 1/3 scale aircraft flown at the flying site, powered by a gasoline engine, will have a fire extinguisher with the member’s tote box.


A “Save the Field Committee” was established with 

Stan Spiewak as chairman.

The IMAA, International Miniature Aircraft  

Association, was started April 10.  It was incorporated in the State of New York.  By the year 2000 there were approximately 525 chapters with approx. 350 active.

1981-----


AMA declared a model aircraft weight limit of 40 pounds.  The club bylaws were changed to comply with this regulation.


In April the Save the Field Committee made plans to pass out Petition Drive Fliers to all residents in a 2 square mile area around the field.


In May Stan Spiewak reported that the City of Detroit advised the club to dispense with the petition drive to keep the flying site or stand to lose our “Good Neighbor” relations with the city.  The funds needed by the city are about four years away in coming.  The club site should be safe for that time.  The membership voted to stop the drive and to practice a good neighbor policy with everyone concerned.  The committee will be looking for new possible flying sites.


The membership adopted a meeting point method.  Each member to receive a ticket for each of the business meetings he attended this year.  A drawing will be held at the December meeting to select 10 winners.


Both AMA and DAM club dues will still be collected by the membership chairman.


The club membership totaled 147.

1982-----


The membership voted to donate $500 to the AMA building fund.


The AMA banned the use of all pyrotechnics, such as rockets and exploding bombs on models.


The following rules went into effect:

When you arrive in the pit area, put your radio in the field box.

You must have a squeeze clothes pin with your name and color of your frequency on it.

When you get the flag and pick up your transmitter, you clip your name pin on the rack where you got the flag from.

You must also put your club card or a copy of it on your field box.


AMA raised the maximum weight limit on models to 55 pounds.

1983-----


The FCC allocated 50 new frequencies for model flying.  The green and white freq. can no longer be used for model flying.  Transmitters with that freq. must be changed.


Club meetings were held in the Lessenger Junior School, located across Spinoza Drive from the field.

Club badges were in use.


Club dues was raised to $20.00.


The club purchased a bull horn for use at contests.

1984-----


The members voted to move the club meeting place from the Lessenger School to the Redford Community Center with a fee of $10 per month.  Lessenger charged $29 per meeting.

1987-----

DAMRCC joined the IMAA in June and was assigned 

the Chapter number 219.


The club stopped collecting AMA dues.

The use of the old frequencies 72.080, 72.160, 72.240, 72.320, 72.400, 72.900, and 75.640 MHz were declared illegal on December 29, 1987 by the AMA.  The use of 2 color identification flags on the radio antennas was discontinued.

The club had 159 members.

1988-----

The new AMA frequency designation system took effect 

on January 1, 1988.  All transmitters to have a red 

streamer - 7/8” to 1” wide by 8” long attached to the top of the antennas imprinted with the words “72 MHz Aircraft Use Only”.  All transmitters will have channel number plaques 

showing frequency numbers - 1 1/2” black numbers with 1/4” stroke on a white background, visible on both sides of the plaque.  They may read horizontally or vertically.  Channels 12-34 are for narrow band only.  Channels 36 and 58 not used.  Channels 38-56 can be used by the old broad band as well as new narrow band radios.


Only even numbered freq.’s. were allowed at the field.

The frequency board was installed at the field.

The club rule which is mandated by the City of Detroit, “There is to be no flying whatsoever between 2 PM and 5 PM weekdays during the school year.”, was reemphasized.

The club received permission from the City of Detroit to black top the runway.  It would cost the club $10,000.

The club voted to change the term of office.  Officers will take office on January 1.  Nominations will be taken in November and the election will be in December.

There were 155 members in 1988.

1989-----

“Low Flying Aircraft” signs were installed.

The club was Incorporated.

The City of Detroit granted “Club Rules Enforcement 

Rights” to the club for anyone flying at the field in order to help promote safety.

The clubs video tape library was started.


The DAMRCC chapter of the IMAA, number 219, was formed with the sole purpose of promoting an annual IMAA Fun Fly.


The first IMAA Fun Fly was held.

A transmitter impound box was installed.  All transmitters not in  use must be kept in the box while you are at the field.

A new freq. control board was put into use at the field.  When a flyer takes his freq. pin, he must put his club card in the slot.  Only even channel frequencies will be used.

The club paid to have a computer tape made for logo stitching on the club jackets.  The jackets cost was about $56.  Mark Cotter handled the new jackets.

From this date on all radios used at the field must have a gold or silver sticker.

There were 196 members in 1989.

1990-----

The Detroit Aero Modelers sign was installed.


A sign was installed at the field listing the safety rules.


The club had 225 members.

1991-----

The north-south runway was extended 50 feet on the        south end.


The City of Detroit cancelled the 2 to 5 PM flying ban at the field on school days.  Flying could be done all day, every day of the year.


The deadline for paying club dues without a late fee was changed to February 28.

1992-----

All odd and even frequency numbers from 11 thru 34 with gold stickers were made legal for the first time at the DAMRCC field, in addition to those already used from 36 to 60 which required gold or silver stickers.

A cooking area was installed with a cement slab, a        metal storage box with a serving table and a gas grill.


The Giant Scale Fun Fly was a big success, both thru participation and a profit of $1441.
The north-south runway was leveled at a cost of $1000 to $1500.  Seeding will follow during the winter.

SFA flying insurance was introduced.  It is similar to AMA insurance.  Much discussion followed as to what insurance the club members should have.

The club had 202 members.

1993-----


Effective Jan. 1, all odd and even frequencies can be used from 12 through 60 and must have a gold sticker.  All radios must be narrow band.

The AMA informed all clubs that the FCC was proposing to restructure frequencies.  The 72 band would have two new commercial frequencies inserted between the ones we use.  This would have put transmitters with almost four times the power output of ours only 2.5 kHz away.  The AMA advised all RC fliers to write to their congressmen and to the FCC about their proposed docket 92-235.  They received so many letters that the FCC asked that we stop.  They definitely got the point.  The new frequencies were not created.

The SFA, and insurance company offering model     airplane flying insurance, came into existence.  The       DAMRCC members voted to stay with the Academy of Model Aeronautics insurance.


Dues:

$20  annual renewal for current members

$7.50  annual renewal fee for Life Members.

$43.50  for new members, which included initiation fee.

$12  annual family rate when accompanying one regular membership.

The late fee was $10.

The club voted to have the path paved from the main sidewalk to the club sign at a cost of $1560.

The club adopted a club plane, the Goldberg Freedom 20 with a .25 engine.

1994-----


The paved path was put in to City of Detroit standards at a cost of $2645.

The club had 229 members in 1994.

1995-----


The dues was raised to $35 per year to help cover the higher operating expenses.

A steel cabinet was donated to the club for storing the club cooking equipment.

The impound of all transmitters at the field was voted down.  They may be kept by the planes.  Each member is now personally responsible for the electromagnetic emissions of his transmitter at all times.

1996-----


The members decided to hold only one meeting each month.

The club held another Giant Size Fun Fly, which was well attended.

The club had over 200 members.

1997-----

A club web site was established on the Internet.

The club adopted new field colors - Wayne State University green and gold.

An agreement was made witH the City of Detroit and voted and approved by the membership that gave legal authority to our field rules, making them official.  This was a big help in keeping the field.

The AMA requested the longitude and latitude location of our field to be sent in with the annual application.

A safety log book was added to the impound box at the field.  Unsafe conditions and reasons why planes crashed should be recorded in the book.

The field committee, set up in 1996 to examine options for the field, suggested that the field layout be changed by doing the following.  Remove the three trees (approved by the city if we replace them elsewhere), move the flight box, cook box, flagpole, and the pits toward the southeast corner of the field, and use a large square area as a “runway-less” landing area. Also to put in a long runway diagonally from the northeast corner to the southwest corner.  The expected cost was $500.  For the next several months many pros and cons were discussed.

A second east west runway was added.  Now the field has one north-south runway, a north-west to south–east runway and two east-west runways.

The City installed new lights along Joy Road, along the north side of the field.  They took down all our signs and repaired and painted or replace them.  The benches were painted by club members.  The new field colors are Wayne State University green and gold.

The club had 181 members.

1998-----

New field box installed.


An August Air Show held.  IMAA rules were used.  It was well attended.

The DAMRCC flying field has 8 acres of mowed runways,        pit area, spectator area and walkways.

There were over 164 members.

1999-----

Stan Spiewak was awarded the AMA District Seven Service Award for his continuing contribution to model aviation.

The safety fence, constructed of steel posts and soft plastic netting, was installed between the flight stations and the north-south runway.  

The club purchased a flat bed scanner to help in the        publication of the club newsletter.

DAMRCC was made a member of the Alliance for Detroit Parks by the City of Detroit because the club has an annual cleanup of the flying field and generally takes responsibility for its appearance.

The club bylaws were revised and ratified.

The club created a Club Historian office.  Bob Mayhew accepted the job.

There were 160 members.

2000-----

The DAMRCC was awarded an AMA Award of Merit for it’s        efforts on behalf of the Smithsonian exhibit “On Miniature Wings”, which was held at the Detroit Historical Museum in June.

Club President Mike Cuba received an AMA District        Service Award for leading the efforts for the “On Miniature Wings” exhibit.

The club donated $300 to the Redford Community Center.  Normally the donation is $150.  It was not given in 1999.

Dues are $35 for a member, $12 for an extra member, $22.50 for a Life member (ten years continuous in the club, aged 65 or older), and $65 for a new member.

DAMRCC participated in the Smithsonian Exhibit “On Miniature Wings” at the Detroit Historical Museum.  Mike Cuba and Bill Oberdieck were the chairman.  Several members donated their time and displayed their models.
Ted Allen was awarded The DAM Cook T-shirt and a set of barbecue utensils in recognition of his unstinting efforts at the cook stove.

An Award of Merit was awarded to the DAM club by District VII vice-president Bill Oberdieck for the club’s efforts on behalf of the Smithsonian exhibit “On Miniature Wings”.
Mike Cuba received a District Service Award for leading up the Smithsonian exhibit.

Michigan Jets 2000 was sponsored by Detroit Aero Modelers along with the Flying Pilgrims and Midwest clubs.  The profits collected were donated, $10,000 to the Children’s Leukemia Foundation and $1,600 to the Grosse Ile Airport Foundation.  Burt Eisenberg was the event Chairman.
The club’s Giant Size Air Show was a big success.  37 pilots attended.  The profit was $652.

As a member of the Adopt-A-Park program, the DAMRCC was invited to the First Annual Volunteer Recognition Awards at the Detroit Yacht Club.  The Achievement Award and the Community Pride Award were presented to the club.
$150 was donated to the Redford Community Center.

2001-----


Redeye Special


There were a dozen spectators and three determined pilots at the first flight of the year event, scheduled to begin at one second after midnight on January 1st.  Eric Williams was the first in the air.


Sixty people attended this year’s banquet.  Certificates of appreciation were given to club members who distinguished themselves in the past year, volunteering their efforts for the club functions.  Award pins were presented to many members whose efforts brought the club to the attention of the community.  They also received a call sign.

Ted Allen---Browser              Andy Low---Merlin

Bryant Clary--Speed              Bob Mayhew---Slick

Will Donner---Rhino              Dan McSwiney---Numbers

Burt Eisenberg---Father Goose    John Novoselich---Tick-Tock

Kate Engel---Filly               Stan Obidzinski---Chief

Charlie Festerman---Stick        Andy Pesonen---Choo-choo

Jack Finch---Strawberry          Pete Schlesser---Twin
Jack Jensen---Giant              Jeff Sotzen---Books

Ed Karprzyk---Viceman            Stan Spiewak---Rocky

Tim Kirsten---Glide              John Stewart---Scoop

Charlie Kowalski---Stretch       Ted Super---Raffles

George Kuusisto---Kodak          Jim Thomas---Fireman    

Nick Kyriacou---Sheriff          Steve Thompson---Cat

Bernie LaClair---Bear            Eric Williams---Baron

Paul Levesque---Lucky            Bob Wroblewski---Wolfman

                                 Al Zerber---Spinner


The Dam Swap Shop in January was a big success.  Nick Kyriacou reported a club profit of $765.61.


Some of the club members took part in the Garden City Historic Museum display.  Some models were on display for a month.  More models were shown on the last day.


The club participated in the Livonia Mall show by displaying a large number of models.  The members who took part received AMA mall show pins.

The Michigan Jets 2001 was a big success.  The chairmen were Burt Eisenberg, Andy Low and George Thomas.  $15,744 were raised for the Children’s Leukemia Foundation.  The event was manned mostly by Dam members.
The July Giant Size Air Show was well attended.  It was put on without IMAA rules.  The City of Detroit gave us permission to prepare and sell food in the park for the first time.  The club made $700.65.

In July the club had 133 members.

The Detroit Recreation Department in agreement with the DAMRCC issued an updated list of Flying Site Rules for River Rouge Park.  These were listed in the August issue of the newsletter.  They are also posted at the flying site.

Some one stole the clubs aluminum propeller from the field and also destroyed the club sign. The Parks and Recreation Department supplied the club with a new sign.

“The Masthead Plane”

Mike Cuba has been editor of the Propwash for 9 years.  In every issue he has presented a special aircraft which in past years became very worthy of being displayed at the top of a ships mast, “The Masthead”.

2002-----


The January 1st Red Eye meet was well attended.  Four planes took off at the stroke of midnight.  There are four first place winners, Charlie Thomas, Stan Spiewak, Colin Holzman and Bob Holzman.  Bob had his plane rigged with LED’S, which made it quite visible in the night sky.

The January Swap Shop was another big success.  The club realized a profit of close to $900.00.  Nick Kyriacou and Ted Allen led up this event.


The January Banquet was held at the Sveden House at Middlebelt and Seven Mile.  Certificates of Appreciation were presented to many members, along with a “call sign” to all who did not have one as yet.


Pres. Mike Cuba outlined the problem of insufficient funds to pay for future maintenance due to less members and the increase in the cost of hiring grass service.  The members voted to raise the maintenance fees by $15 per year, beginning with the 2003 dues.  All money allocated for field maintenance is to be spent exclusively for that purpose.

The Friends of Rouge Park is a group of neighborhood organizations, including DAMRCC, which are interested in the condition of the park.  Tom McNulty volunteered to be the Dam liaison person.  DAMRCC contributes financial support to this group.  The group looks for ways to improve the park and recommends site usage for the various areas of the park.

On Rouge Park Rescue Day, Dam put on an air show to entertain park visitors.

April 20th was clean up day at the field.

The club took part in the Belleville Strawberry Festival in June.  

The club had 147 members in July.

The Giant Size Air show was held in August.

The club received a Community Pride Award for it’s efforts to keep the field in good condition.  The plaque was put up at the field.

The Michigan Jets event at the Grosse Ile airport was another big success.  $10,800.00 was donated to the Children’s Leukemia Fund and the Grosse Ile Memorial Fund.

Andy Low reminded the club members that channel 20 and 21 are subject to interference at our field and can affect other frequencies.  Channel 20 and 21 are not to be used at our field.
Stan Spiewak ordered new club hats, one style for Summer and one for Winter.  Also, he obtained more club patches for the back of jackets.  Al Zerber will be the hat and patch salesman.

The club had six fun flies this year.  The last one was called the “Cider Fly”.  Bob Wroblewski was our CD.  Ted Allen was in charge of food at these events.

2003-----

The annual Banquet was organized by Tim Kirsten.  It was held at the Sveden House on Middlebelt at Seven Mile Road.  30 members attended.

The clubs Annual Swap Meet was held in January.  Tim Kirsten was in charge.  It was held at the Monaghan K of C Hall on Farmington, south of 8 mile road.

Steve Thompson took charge of the club video library.

Jeff Sotzen outlined the club dues.

     $37.50 for a life member

       50.00 for a renewing member

       75.00 for a new member

       10.00 for a youth

       12.00 for a family member

The Dam Club put on an air show on Rouge Appreciation Day.  Our members also cooked hot dogs, which were free for the public.

Due to lack of interest, the DAM static display at the Belleville Strawberry Festival was canceled.

The Yankee Air Force sponsored a Memorial Day Air Show at Willow Run Airport.  The DAM club donated $100 for field preparations for the RC fly-in.  Several club members flew at that event.

There were five fun flies held this year.  They were in June, July, August, and the October Cider Fly.

The Michigan Jets Fly was held on July 18, 19 and 20 at the Grosse Ile Airport.  It was organized again this year by Burt Eisenberg, a DAM member.  Again it was a big success.

The DAM club Giant Size Air Show and Fun Fly was scheduled for Aug. 9 and 10.  It was postponed one week because of the “Great Blackout of 2003 (the north-eastern part of the U.S. lost electrical power).  For this  reason the attendance was down slightly.  Nonetheless, the air show and fun fly went off very well.

In 2003 there were 143 members.

2004-----

The DAM swap was held on January 11 at the Monoghan K of  C hall on Farmington Road.  The swap was organized by Nick Kyriacou.  A profit of $565 was made.

The Annual Banquet was held at the Sveden House on Middlebelt just south of Seven Mile on Tuesday, January 27th.  Dinner costed ten dollars.

Dr. Keith Shaw gave a very informative and entertaining talk on electric powered model aircraft at the March meeting.  He described many of the advantages and how they work, which was very deep into the electronics.  He stated that electric power is better and predicted that glow engines will be rare in ten years.

Alexander Jefferson, a flight officer with the Tuskegee Airmen in WW2, was our guest speaker.  He described the achievements of those aviators.  Alex was an early member of the DAM club.

The club members took part in the Rouge Appreciation Days by putting on an impressive air show.  Tom McNulty was our liaison man with the Friends of Rouge Park.  Ted Allen cooked over 500 hot dogs for the public.  Many members helped with setup and teardown.

The Friends of Rouge Park donated three bat boxes to the club to help control the mosquito problem at the field.  One was placed in a tree by the pits.  Two were hung in the woods at the south end of the field.

The Michigan Jets air show was held at Grosse Ile airport July 23rd thru 25th.  Burt Eisenberg was chairman.  He asked DAM members to help out.

The club’s Giant Size Air Show was held on the 21st and 22nd.  There were seventy-two flights by twenty seven pilots.

2005-----
Tom McNulty, our contact person with Friends of Rouge Park,  coordinated the activities that DAM participated in, on Rouge Appreciation Day.  There was a flag raising at 1 pm with a Scout honor guard, followed by an air show.  Our members helped with food service.

The pilot instructors are:

Ray Alen, Frank Hanson, Bob Mayhew, Mark Seamann, Charlie Thomas, Jerry Willin, Bob Wroblewski and Al Zerber.

Training is scheduled for Wednesdays from 10 to noon and from 6 to 8.

Field Safety -- Prior to this year, channels 20 and 21 had been banned from our field because of interference from an unknown outside source.  Since no problems using these two channels have occurred in recent years, they are allowed back on the field.

The Giant Size Air Show and Fun Fly was held on August 13 and 14.  We had 78 planes registered, of which 56 flew.  Dave Shafer, Terry Kozlowski and Arden McConnell worked the inpound, Paul Levesque handled registration.  Ted Allen, Ron Wazilewski, Elaine Curvin and her son Dave, Ted’s grand-daughter Shelby, Kathleen Allen and Ron Duncan all worked in the food tent.

Tim Kirsten ran the raffle, Calvin Barrette handled safety, Al Zerber was in charge of the flight line, Bob Wroblewski announced the show, Mike Cuba recorded the flights and Stan Spiewak ran the whole meet.  And there were many other volunteers.

Stan Spiewak reported that a profit of $200.35 was netted, from a gross income of $1914.35 and $1714.00 in expenses.

2006-----
The swap shop made a profit of $878.  Charlie Thomas was chairman with help from Stan Spiewak, Tim Kirsten and Ted Allen.

The annual banquet was held at he Sveden House on Middlebelt.  Tim Kirsten was in charge.  28 adults and 2 children attended.  Twelve gift certificates from Nankin Hardware were given out.

Tom McNulty reported that the MMBA has received funding to continue developing bike trails along the Rough River this Spring.  The trails may come close to the south end of our 36 runway.

There was a motion to amend the bylaws to read that a quorum be changed from 30 to 15.  This would change Article VII, secton 4 to read:

“A quorum of Club members shall consist of fifteen members or more in good standing.  A quorum of club officers shall consist of five officers or more.”

The motion passed.
Bobby Harmon has had great success in trapping moles.  Calvin Barrett has trapped and disposed of several moles.  A motion was passed to purchase milky spore grub control for the field in a effort to rid the food that the moles eat, at a cost of $1,150 for five acres and four applications.

A motion was passed at the May meeting to officially name our flying field to recognize the contributions of Alexander Jefferson and the Tuskegee Airmen.  Stan Spiewak is chairing the committee to implement the motion.
Michigan Jets was back with a four day run.  The event was chaired by Joe McCarthy and Curtis Wade, with Dr. Burt Eisenberg acting as CD.  Dave Shafer was at impound, Stan Spiewak on the sound system and Curtis Wade on the flight line, with many other volunteers.  The jets were beautiful.  48 pilots attended from Michigan, California, Texas, Pennsylvania, Florida, Wisconsin, New York, Ohio and Ottawa.  $9000 was collected after expenses, of this, about $2800 was given to the Naval Air Station Grosse Ile Memorial fund and the rest was donated to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

The City of Detroit announced that it is considering selling part of Rouge Park, including the area where our flying site is located.  It has to be approved by the city council.  Opposition to the sale is widespread.  DAM, Friends of Rouge Park, Michigan Mountain Bike Association and several neighborhood groups are joining to fight this sale.

A search committee to find other sites was formed, consisting of Mike Cuba, Arden McConnell, Tim Kirsten, Stan Spiewak and George Thomas.
Tim Kirsten attended a community meeting.  He reported that State Representative Gabe Lieberman will help fight the sale.  They plan to meet with common council.  Rallies will be organized.  Flyers will be printed.

Many reasons were presented for not selling the land.  It was stated that Henry Ford gave the land to the city for the purpose of being a park land.  Many family reunions and gatherings use the land daily.  There are endangered species of plants in the park.  The flood plain will be damaged by construction.  Each major city by law is required to have a certain percentage of its land reserved for parks.  The city receives state and federal money to support the park.

A rally was set up for September 9th at Joy and Spinoza at 3 p.m.

Detroit City Council announced that it will hold a public meeting to discuss the sale of park land on October 17th at 7 p.m. at the Lessinger Middle School.

The field was officially named for Alex Jefferson, Tuskegee Airmen and DAM member, by the Detroit City council.  Stan Spiewak, Arden McConnell, Tim Kirsten and Mike Cuba, as a committee, will organize the dediction for sometime in the spring of 2007.  The field will be named “Alexander Jefferson Model Airplane Field”.
Compiled by Bob Mayhew, DAM Club Archivist
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